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PART I OF WEEKLY REPORT. 


List oF VERNACULAR Newspapers, 


(Oorrected up to the 10th August 1912.) 


— 


| 


Where published. | Edition. 


No. | Name of Publication. Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation, 
oes 4 . 8 5 . 
1 3 3 | 4 | 5 f 
BENMGAILI. | 
3 |“ Bangaratus ...| Krishnagar ,. | Weekly .. „„ Kanal Lal Das; Hindu, Tarmokar; age 98 years „, „. 1,500 
P 27 3 one _ oes hari Lal Sarka K he 55 | 
) g | ** Bangav Calcutta Do. * Mpeg. Brshmia, =e 22 oa — 1 Tamar B- %% 
10 „Bank oe ae, „ | Bama Nath Mukherji, v. L. M. s., Brahmin, | 
i — — Viswanath MukLarj B. L., Brahmin, oo ab Fears. site * 
4 Barisal Iitaishi Barteal „ „ Do. „= bus Mohan Sen, Baidya, age 85 yours ... sep „ 600 
5 | * Banga Janani ” Rangpur (Bhotmari) Do, we one | 986i Mohan Adhikari, Baidys, age 37 years a ae * 
% Basumati ** „ | Caloutta ae ae ... | Sarcschandra Samajpati ; Hari Pada Adhi 41 
. wan years ; Mani Lal rela age 36 — — ne 
8 |* Birbhum Varta. | Suri (Do.) Do. ose woe Debendra Nath Chakravartj, Brahmin, age 38 years eee ae 
9 | “Birbhum Vasi’ . Rampurhat ( Do. ) | Do. „ „ | Nil Baten Mukherji, B.a., Brahmin, age 44 years „ „ 250 
10 “ Biswadut”’ ... | Howrah aes a | * Nath Pal Chaudhuri; Hindu, Kayastha : age 36 1,690 
years. 
| | 
11 | “Burdwan Sanjivani’] Burdwan... | Do. oes Probodlananda Sarkar, B. L., Kayastha, age 81 years — 800 
1 |‘*Ohabbis Pargana| Bhowanipore.. ..| Do. .., . Hem Chandra Nag, Kayastha,age20 yoars 4, ave 00 to 
, Vartavaha.” 118 1 
| | | 
i8 | “OCharumibir” ...| Mymensingh... ..| Doo ww. + | Baikuntha Natb Ben, B.L., Kayastha, age 42 years ... 1,100 
) 
+ 
161 Ohinewe Varata-| Chinsura ... | Do. . „ | Dinanath Mukherji, Brahmin, age 46 rin 99. 
v LL 
| ! 
15 “ Dainik Ohandrika f Calcutta - Daily, except on | Hari Das Dutt and Kshetra Nath Sen 6 oe 
| Thuradays. | 
16 % Dacca Gas „ | Dacca aoe pee | Weekly one * Satys Bhusan Dutt Roy, Baidya, age 46 years ooo eee 0 
17 | “Dacca Prakas . Do. — — Do. „ J Mukhunds Behari Chakraverti, Brahmin, age 43 years... 10 
18 Dhruba Tera“ . Mymensingh ,, .. Do. 2 „ * —— 
19 | ** Education Gazette” Chinsars oe ons Do. *. oe | Pandi Nibaran Chandra Bhattacharjce, Brahmin, age 56 1,600 
years. 
| | | ! 
20 | “Paridpur Hitaishini’| Faridpur .. , Fortnightly... Bai Mohan Mazumdar, Baidya, age about 723 rn a 
| 
21 „% Gand Dut ” . le Weekly ie ee | Krishna Chandra Agarwalla eee eee eee eee — — 
| ee | 
23 | “Hindu Ranjika” ... | Rajshahi oe 3 Lasinuddin Sarkar, Muhammadan, Printer, age (I vers 185 
23 | * Hindusthan — ooe Calcutta vee — Do. ons eee | Haxi Dus Dutt eee ene 0 * ope ape see one | 1,000 
* “Hitavadi” .. . Do. ow „Do. „ ww} Anmkyl Chandra Magherji and Sakharam Ganesh Deushker | 20,009 to 20,009 
25 Hitavarta -.. J Chittagong Do. — W 
26 “Islam Rabi” „ Mymensingh... «| Do. ani Hazimuddin Ahmad, Masalman, age shout d years 700 
27 1 Jagaran 8 il Bagerhat : on Do. a i s About 800 
+ : 
28 % Jasohar „ | Sensore ove - Do. eee eos | Ananda Mohan Chaudhort ; Hindu. Kayastha * * aad 
29 * Jyoti 0 vee ooo Chittagong wee oe Do. ooo ooo Kali Sankar Ohakravati, Brahmin, age “7 years ooo see | 1,800 be * 
30 
“Kalyani” 4 = Magus Do.. | Bisweswar Mukherji, Brahmin, age 48 years — „ ap 
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| , to, Bass of Pablication. | Where published. Edition. Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation. 
| 2 | 3 $ 6 | 
i BsyGaLi—concid, | | 
ö | ; 31 [„ Kasipore Nibasi” ] Barisal „ „Weekly „ „ Pratap Chandra Mukherji; Brahmin sage 68 ears. : 508 
| 4 32 „ Khuinavasei’”’ „ Khulna „ „„ , „Gopal Chandra Mukherji; Hindu, Brahmin, age 51 years 350 
i : | „ Malda Samachar” | Malda coo 2 Do. „ „ | Kali Prassanna Chakravarti, Brahmin, age 42 years. 440 
. % Manbhum' „ | Purulis oe ia „ eee Bagala Charan Ghosh; Hindu, Kayastha ; age 41 years... About 600 
„Midnapore Hitaishi“ Midnapore .. = Do. „ oof Manmatha Nath Nag, Kayastha, age 35 years „ oe 500 
‘*Medini Bandhab ” Ditto ee „%% Deb Das Karan; Hindu, Sadgop ; age 44 years aa 452 
37 | ‘* Mahamaya ” „e Chinsura rr „% „„ Hem Sasi Som, Kayast ha, age 57 years “a ae — | 150 
5 ; 88 „ Moslem Hitsishi . . Calcutta 96% „ oe » | Shaik Abdur Rahim and 1 Haque cs „ 4.000 to 5,000 
8 39 „ Mubammadi ...| Ditto oo ee | Oe * ate n Musalman, age 37 years, and 2,000 
| ö a Tis Morsbidated Hi. | Saidabad 5 Do. „„ |. Banwari Lal Goswami ; Hindu, Brahmin ; age 46 years „ 200 
N ö 41 [„ Nayak” ... si | Calcutta 4 , Daily . . Birendra Chandra Ghosh and Panchkari Banerjee x. se 1.800 to 3,000 
i ‘ 43 | * Navavanga Chandpur „ „ Weekly .. . Harendra Kisore Ray, Kayastha, age 25 years. 502 
q | N 43 „ Noakhali Sammilani“ Noakhali 5 one „% | Sasi Bhushan Das, Kayastha J [ 200 
: N i 4% [ Nihar“ . , Contai 6 oe „ | Madhu Rudan Jana, Brahmo, age 43 years oe 880 
| 1 b 45 | * Pallivarta” ... | Bongong „ „0. on ae Ohara Chandra Ray; Hindu, Kayastha ; age 38 years ove | 500 
46 [„ pallirasi  ... | Kalna nn a ee a 800 
47 | “Pabna Hitaishi” | Pabna | R oe Busanta Kumar Vidyavinode, Bhattacharyya, Brahmin, | 500 
age 36 years. : 
48 |“ Praja Bandhu” ... | Tippera „„ |,“ Fortnightly „ | Munshi Muhammad Ali Mar, Musalman, age 53 years : | 200 
49 | t Prasun ” „ | Katwa r ree wy we yoy 1 1 47 years, and Banku 618 4 
0 | * Pratikar” „% | Berhampur .. „Do. „„ | Kamakshya Prasad Ganguly, Brahmin, age 64 years a 508 
11 | „ Purulia Darpan ™... | Purulia 3 „ „ | Amulya Ratan Chatterji, Brahmin, age 41 years | About 700 
52 * Rajeakti’’ „ „ Do. ee oe ov | Bagala Charan Ghosh, Kayastha, age 41 years io ae 110 
63 | ‘* Ratnakar’’ oo | Asansol . 700 „ | Satya Kinkar Banerji, Brahmin, age 26 years „ 500 
64 « Rangpur Durpan Rangpur (Bhotmari) | Do. oo ov | Braja Nath Basak ; Hindu, Tanti ; age 52 years eee | 200 
38 % Rangpur Dikprakas“ Ditto ditto „ Do. „ „„ Hara Sarkar Maitra, Brahmin, age 66 years “a 300 
56 | ‘“*Samay” =a Calcutta „ „ | SNanendra Nath Das, M. A., B. L., Brahmo, age 58 years 500 to 800 
f 87 | **Banjaya” ... „„ Paridpur - „ 0. „ e |: Rama Nath Ghosh, Kayastha, age about 38 years „% „ 500 
58 | ‘*Sanjivuni’ ... „. Calcutta 1 oe ov | Lalit Mohan Das, late Professor, City College; Sibnath 11,000 
Sastri, M. A.; Ramananda OChstterji, M. A., Iditor, 
z Modern Review,“ etc.; K. K. Mitter. 
1 59 “ Sansodhini ” „Chittagong „ „, Do. „. | Kashi Chandra Das Gupta, Brahmo, age 60 years * 
4 60 | * Buhrid’ — Ferojpur „ „ Fortnightlx | Ram Chandra Pal, Kayastha V 20⁰ 
61 |“ Subarnabanik”... Calcutta „„ a Oe os e ONG 
e gore] ie =| De a eg e- . yan | 2A 
es | **Siksha Samachar” | Dacca „ e060 „ ov | Abinas Chandra Gupta, M. A., B. L., Baidya, age SG yer , essere 
f 66 1 * 233 Ad- Calcutta wo „1 do — — 2 60 | 20 
N 
b tt ** Tippera Guide” ... Comilla ee | Dow os — | — * 
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Name, caste and age of Editor. 


No. Name of Publication, | Where published. Edition. Circulation. 
5 8 8 
a 2 3 4 6 6 
BExnGaLi—coneld. i 
‘“‘ Tippera Hitaisi | Tippera oe | Weekly ...  .» | Kamaniya Kumar Singha, Brahmo, age 28 years.  ... 700 
„ | Reneghat = | Da «. os |. Gtelfe Moth n Becherin, age dn years 500 to 600 
% Viswavarta .. | Dacca „ oa ee — Gupta, M. A., B. E., Hindu, Baidya, age | 1,000 
HIRDI. 
69 Bairangi Samachar Jamore (Gaya) Monthly — — 
70 » Bharat Mitra. | Calcutta „ „eas wk | Ambika Prasad Bajpayi . 00 = msn „„ „ About 4,000 
m | “Rp, Stara] Do, | ay mm eee ee og 48 . 
79 | “ Bihar Bandhu ... | Patna „% ͤ waee /.- | Mahabir Parsad Bania ee ae ae ai 400 
73 * Biharee „ „ we) DOe wi vs | 1 Basudeo Narayan Singh and Purushottam Parsad 700 
7 | “Ghar Bandhu” ...| Ranchi oo cv | Fortnightly Rev. Dr. A. Nottrott „ ae oe 1,250 
75 Hindi Bangavasi | Calcutta „ Weekly. .. Hari Krishna Joahar, Khetri, age 386 years  .. 1.800 
76 | ** Hitavarta’’ — Do. * „ Do. „Babu Rao Paradkar ; Mahratta Brahmin; age 30 year . 3,000 to 4, 000 
77 [ Lakshmi“ Gaya oes Monthly. .. | Mahadeo Parsad, age 38 years a ae ae a 200 
78 | ** Marwari” .. Calcutta «„ Weekly. | R. K. Tebriwalla, Hindu, Agarwalla, age 41 years... 500 
79 |‘‘Narad” „„ . Chapra «. Daily 2 — 
80 | Nar add Do. we = ose Weekly * exces 3 
81 [„ Sika ha“ Bankipore cee a Pandit Sakal Narayan Pandey Kavyatirtha, Brahmin 200 
82 % Mithila Mihir“ 25 Darbhanga — Do. ee . | Pandit Joganand Kumar ra ßßßß; 8 800 
83 | “Teli Samachar . Bar i ee ß d atte 
84 | ** Tirhut Samachar ’* | Muzaffarpur ... WOORIT coo ‘one | Sangeswar Prasad Sarma, Brahmin V 400 
URDU. 
85 Al Punch „ | Bankipore con Do. «. | Syed Ahsan, Muhammadan, age 40 years ao aa 500 
86 | ** Darul Hukumat” | Calcutta econ 8 bi- Hafiz Bux Ellahi, Muhammadan, age 42 years ces 1,000 
87 | ** Durbar Gazette ”... Do. ~ 2 ß , n “ꝗ e kk ca ls Oe 1,000 
88 „ Star of India” ... | Arrah .. „Weekly „Muhammad Zahurul Haque, Muhammadan, age 61 years 687 
PERSIAN. 7 
89 „ Hablul Matin ... ; Calcutta we | Weekly and daily | Syed Jelaluddin, Shiah Muhammadan, age 61 years ain 1,000 
UnrrA. 
90 | “Garjatbasini” ... | Talchar State woe | Weekly Bhagirathi Misra, Brahmin, age 43 years 2 „»In Oriesa. 
91 * 2 Hital- | Deoghar „ — DO. „Dina Baadhu Gornayak, Chasa, age 87 years. Do. 
92 „% Samvad Vaheka” | Balasore .. „ Do. „ | Kasinath Panda, Brahmin, age 87 years 5 400 
98 | “‘Uriya and Nava -] Do. ao ms ee Ram Tarak Sen; Hindu, Tamli age 50 years one 4508 
samvad,” 
94 » Utkal Varta” „ | Calcutta wi Do. „ „ | Hrisikesh Pandey, Taru „„ 500 
“Utkal Dips ...|Cattack  .. | do. «|GouriSankerRay = ww mm om 1 
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Hitkari. Patna Weekly 566% 006 008 tee 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Muham- 1,000 
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Sura) Cha Do. eee see 9980.0 
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I.—Forerian PoLrrics. 


Tue Nama-!-Muqaddas Hablul Matin [Calcutta] of the 13th October Kurzen eb 


writes: —If we look deeply into the present Balkan 
S. bz revolutions in the Balkan Orisis it would appear that the rising of the Balkan 
era States is due to the political instigation of one of 
the two groups of Powers in alliance. Though all the Powers elaim some 
interest in the Balkans and the Dardanelles, the influence and power of Russia 
in Karatagh(?), Servia and Bulgaria, cannot but lead one to infer that these 
States would not have the courage to revolt without the support of that Great 
Power. It is also an established fact that Russia and Austria, whose rivalry 
with each other is already known, have more to do than other Powers in the 
Balkan affair. In fact, the Balkan States may be said to be the cause of the 
Triple Alliances. In political circles, it is already accepted as an axiom that 
the Balkans would cause war between Russia and Austria one day, and that 
day is not far off. England alone has just now the most difficult problem 
— her on account of her being a party to one of the Triple Alliances, for in 
case of a war breaking ont between Russia and Austria she cannot remain 
neutral. If England helps Russia to achieve her greatest aim, viz., the 
opening out of the Dardanelles to her warships, Turkey would surely become 
her enemy, and this enmity would be followed by grave discontent and hatred 
of the Musalmans of the world, specially of one hundred million Musalmans of 
India, towards the English Government. It is also probable that England 
may be obliged to sacrifice men and money in — Russia against Germany. 
Some politicians are of opinion that England would cut off their 
connection with the Triple Alliance and remain neutral. Though this policy 
may save England from some loss, it would not wipe off rity omer of the 
Musalman subjects towards her. We have already seen, in the war in Tripoli, 
that though England proclaimed her neutrality she could not secure the 
ood-will of her 3 subjects. The uncalled for attack by the Balkan 
States upon Turkey, the agitation of the Christian world for helping these 
States and the sending of troops to her help, the abusive language by some 
Bishops in reference to Islam and the Ottoman Caliphate, and the proclamation 
of the Balkan States that the present war with Turkey was for the purpose of 
helping her Christian subjects, show that the Christian world is engaged in a 
Crusade against Islam. It is, therefore, that the correspondent of the Time- 
writes that the Muhammadans have come to believe that the Christian world 
has united together for effacing the sovereignty of an Islamic kingdom. As 
the English Government cannot, in spite of its neutral attitude, remove its name 
from the list of Christian powers, it is almost impossible for it to save itself from 
the suspicion of its Musalman subjects. Besides, it cannot secure any political 
benefits by remaining neutral, for, in spite of Crete being under the protection 
of England and four other Powers, Greece has annexed it. If Crete, which is 
considered as a key of the whole of the Balkan States and the Dardenelles, 
be really annexed to Greece the day is not far off when that island would 
fall into the hands of either Russia or Austria, and thus the efforts of 
England in keeping Russia away from the Dardanelles would be rendered 
fruitless. In our opinion, the interest of England lies in taking part in the 
Balkan war and helping Turkey, for in that case she would not only gain her 
political objects but save India from all future dangers and secure the sympathy 
and love of the Musalmans, specially the Indian Musalmans. ‘Though the 
attention of the politicians is directed towards Germany on account of her 
friendship with Austria, she has not yet revealed her leaning to either side. 
If Russia therefore falls out with Austria, it is not probable that Germany would 
remain neutral. Ifthe English Government also, in consideration of her connec- 
tion with the Triple Alliance, helps Russia, the old rivalry of England and 
Germany would inflame the fire of war to such an extent that it would encompass 
not only Austria but the whole of Europe end Africa. But we believe all this 
hue and cry is for the sake of depriving Mulla Nusruddin of his quilt, viz, a 
third party. Their sole aim is to get sometbing out of the Musalmans and 
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Turkey, We know that France has taken Morocco, and Germany accepted 
compensation. Italy is about to take Tripoli, and as soon as the present war 
is terminated, Egypt would be annexed to England, who would claim to be put 
on an equal footing with the Italians. It may also he accepted as a fact that, 
after the annexation of pt, the question of her right to possess Arabia 
would be raised, with the result that it would be annexed to Egypt.. | 

These political tricks have made Russia and Austria bring forward the 
Balkan quéstion. Thougli the Powers have decided to maintain the status 
quo and prevent the conqueror. from reaping the fruit of his victory, it should 
be remembered that a similar announcement was made at the time of the 
Turko-Greek war, but when it came to an end the Powers. permitted the 
annexation of Crete by Greece. No rational: being could ever think for a 
moment that Greece, in spite of her weakness and: financial difficulties, would 
proclaim war with Turkey on the one hand, and announce the annexation of 
Crete on the other, in spite of four great Powers being against it. 
Looking at things with attention, it would appear that Turkey. has been 
hard. pressed on all sides in such a way that she cannot but conelude a treaty 
with Italy, and as soon as this treaty is signed the question of Egypt and Arabia, 
as said above, would come forward. If Turkey would not uuake: treaty 
with Italy, her warships would not come out and then Greece would attack the 
Turkish shores, while Italy would also get an opportunity of attacking her 
Euro ttt. IG: | H 

However, it is clear that Turkey does not fear the military strength of the 

Balkan States, for though the papers give out the number of Balkan troops to 
be over one million, in reality they cannot eo more than fifty thousand 
troops to the field, as they are short of money and military stores. Their 
chances of success, for the same reason, are but meagre: Two things have 
made the Balkan States bold. First the sympathy of the Christian world, for 
even if we accept that the great Powers have not instigated them, it is most 
probable that popular feeling in Europe may force the Powers to help the 
confederacy. They are also confident of the support of the Powers in gaining 
their object at the end of the war. : in. 
t Turkey is far superior to these States in every respect. The only 
difficulty in her way would be to reap the fruit of her victory after the war, 
for, on the one hand, the feeling of the Christians is against her, while, on the 
other, the Powers are opposed to her increasing her.strength.in Europe. It 
would be no wonder if one of the two groups of the united Powers stand 
against her. But the rivalry of the two Triple Allianees has reached to 
such a pitch that one of them would surely.take the part of Turkey. In other 
words, if Turkey after the end of her war with the Balkans enters on a 
greater war she would be a gainer, otherwise not. 

The greatest mistake of Turkey was that, at the time of the Italian attack 
upon Tripoli, she did not attack Greece and Karatagh, for when Italy violated 
the ‘Berlin treaty, Turkey hed a very good pretext for doing it. In that case 
the Balkan States would never have got an opportunity of uniting together and 
thus attacking Turkey. Another difficulty for Turkey is that, on account of 
insufficiency of railway lines in the country, her detachment of troops cannot 
help each other at a distance. ‘hough this defect in a way helps her also, for 
the enemy, too, cannot easily enter into the interior of the country, Turkey 
feels this difficulty very keenly. eH : 

Though the stopping of war is not altogether impossible and peace may 

et be concluded, but from the present situation it appears that the.war is 
inevitable and that it would be prolonged, The confederacy has refused to 
listen to the memorandum of the Powers, the Porte also has not incurred any 
at expense, and the States have called away their ambassadors one by one. 
aratagh which is the first to step forward in this war, only makes a show (of 
power), Greece, it appears, would fall down sooner than others, for Turkey 
may sod A age silence her both on the land and the sea. As soon as 
the Tur warships would come out, the strength of the Turkish 
Government would very much increase, and the shores of Bulgaria and 
Greece would soon be reduced by Turkey. It is however these States which 
obliged Turkey to make peace with Italy. Under all these circumstances, 
Turkey has not to fear so much from war as from a treaty, for a8 soon as the 
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Turks lose their energy and excitement, other questions sach as Egypt, Crete, 
Macedonia, Albania, etc., would be thrust upon her, and they would surely 
distract her. Turkey's making treaty with Italy and leaving the Arabs to the 
mercy of the Italians would weaken: the 2 hy of the Musahmans for her, 
though we admit that. Turkey has no other alternative but it is very difficult to 
make the masses understand this. „ be yourt GF ah iin 47 er 42901 
2. The Muhammadi [Calcutta] of the 25th October publishes a contributed 
5 poem, in which it is said that the Christian demons 
A poem on the Balkan war. bave united to destroy the Turkish Empire, which 
is the pride and glory of Islam, The writer urges all Musalmans to fully 
awake to the gravity of the situation, and be united to make the utmost 
effort for defeating the purpose of their enemies. It is a duty which they owe 
to their religion. 0: 2 ugs eit Pb Sy yge nate Sie to Cais ett 
3. The successive vidtories of the Balkan Allies writes the Dauy Bharat 
Mitra [Calcutta | of the 29th October, have led the 
well-wishers of Turkey to have doubts: about her 
5 ultimate success. The result of the war and its 
effect on Europe and Asia cannot be foretold, but this much is certain that 
the Victory of Turks will give much satisfaction to Asiatic nations, as it will 
cause annoyance to Europeans. 

A very remarkable feature of the Balkan war, in the opinon of the 
journal, is the call for help in the name of religion on the part of the Christian 
States, which ever keep religion out of the affairs of the world, and the 
objection, on the contrary, of the Turks against dragging religion into this war 


Relgious bearing of the Balkan 
war. | 


affair. : e 5 11 N 4 
The journal thinks that this attitude of the Turks is a mere policy not to 
afford an excuse for the Christians to unite against them in the name 
of their own religion; for if the war has no religious bearing, what claim the 
Turks have on the help of the .Muhammadans of other countries? Unity 
however, among the Christian Powers is impossible at present on account’ of 
their conflicting intersts, and the Turks are making a mistake, therefore, in 
having any fear on this score. A RIOD Hi of otefultoiey 7 
4. Heferring to the telegrams publishing the programme of the new eabinet, 
5 ee a which desires to calla Parliament to construct: a 
elesrame reeks Wen. a railway line from Azirbijan to the Persian Gulf, 
to enlist an army of twenty-eight thousand men to keep peace on the trade 
routes, aud to take a loan of two hundred thousand lia from England and 
Russia, and to the telegrams about the defeat of the army of Salar-ud-dowla by 
the Government troops and the death of Yar Muhamad Khan, etc., ete., the 
Nama-i:Mugaddas Hablul Matin (Caloutta] of the 13th October says it is a 
matter of great regret that the Government of Persia has not yet understood 
the evil consequences of foreign interference in the country. The authorities 
perhaps think that a foreign army would be able to restore peace and save 
them the trouble of doing anything with their own hands. A historian of 
Europe writes that when the Russian Government brought pressure on the 
Persian Government, during the time of Nasruddin Shah, to subjugate 
the Turkomans and the latter failed to do so, the Russian Government 
asked permission of that Government to allow it to restore peace in Persia. 
The Persian authorities were overjoyed when the above letter was received 
in the Court of the Persian King. God forbid, that those in authority just 
how should still be following the same policy. The present mal - 
administration, want of peace and order and the absence of a ruler fore- 
bodes a great evil for the country. Such a state of things may either 
expose the country to the unrestricted interference of the foreigners, or place 
it under the rule of some one who may be a perfect slave of them. We 
apprehend evil from the movements of the Ez-Shah. How long should this 
country be left. without a master? How long would the authorities lull 
the people to sleep with promises of opening a Parliament? What good 
management and benefit has this country. had since after the dissolution 
of the Mejliss ten months ago? The present agitation of the people will 
end in either killing all national feeling altogether, or lead them to 
extirminate those who hold the ruling power in their hands. We have 
already seen this in the time of Muhammad Ali. It is not proper to 
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keep the country without the Mejliss and a ruler for so long a time. 
Why do they set call the Naeb-us-Saltanat back? The abeanse of the 
regent from Teheran may bring about other political dangers. Besides 
political connection, millions of foreign people have economical dealings 
in Persia. Our King is a boy and our country has no Parliament; whom would 
the foreigners then consider as the ruler of the country ? Would not such things 
offer further pretexts for interference to the freigners ? We don’t know with 
what authority, and what necessity the Cabinet is going to inour a debt of 
two hundred thousand &ras in the absence of the * * The Cabinet 
14 do not see that. as soon as they incur the debt in the absence of the 
119 Mejliss, they would not be able to plead the want of authority in other 
11 matters before the foreigners. We therefore request our ministers to attend 
at once to the election of the members of the Mejliss and to call back the regent; 
otherwise, they will have to repent the lost opportunity. Though the victory 
‘TE a i of the Government army at Kirmanshah may be received with great joy, the 
4 if death of Yar Muhammad Khan, who had (before going over to Salar-ud-dowla) 
| 


done great services for the Constitutional Government, cannot but cause grief 
in the country. The Government should know that the absence of the 
Mejliss has caused men like Yar Muhammad Than to go over to the side of 


| Salar-ud-dowla. 
ö Nama.t-Mvguppas, 5. Commenting ou the letter of “a lover of bis country” who 
q while extolling the Democrats holds the moderate 


ee and the moder- party responsible for the Russian atrocities in 
1 orassan, The Wama - i- Muguddas Hablul Matin 
[Calcutta] of the 13th October writes: — We generally agree with our corres- 
pondent without committing ourselves to the opinion that all the members of 
the moderate party were bad and all the Democrats were good. The masses, 
uneducated and untrained as they are, are really responsible for the evils from 
which they are suffering. If we look deeply into the present events we would 
find Kavam-us-Saltanat, Wasuq- ud-dowla and Hakim-ul-mulk who called then- 
selves Democrats, to be not only the members, but masters of the Cabinet of 
that unfortunate period in Persia. No doubt the policy of the Democrats is 
considered good throughout the country, and those who are against them are 
not popular. But we cannot say that those who do not go by the nume of 
Democrats are full of defects. We therefore hold the people in general 
responsible for their want of morality, faith and self-sacrifice. 
There are no less than one hundred and fifty thousand men in Khorassan, 
most of whom used to go to the holy shrine of the 8th Imam daily and say, 
„Oh how fortunate for us had we been with you,” but at the time when the 
Russians di:ected their guns towards the shrine their number was less than 
even two thousand. Why did not these one hundred and fifty thousand men 
raise a voice of protest? ‘These people of Khorassan had for years been 
claiming to be lovers of their country and advocates of the Constitutional 
Government. Really they are strangers to patriotism, self-sacrifice, etc. etc. 
1 i Nama-I-MoQappas 6. The Nama-t-Mugaddas Hablul Mastin [Calcutta] of the 13th October 
oo AD Oct, 18tb, 1918, i reproduces the translation of an article from the 
1 ö Morning Leaaer (London |, in which one Mr. George 
1 om Douglas Turner, who recently made a tour in Persia, has described how the 
ar of the country occupied by Russia, has the appearance of a Russian 

rovince and how its residents are treated as being subjects of the Russian 


mT rather than the Persian Government. 
6 are Matix, 7. The Nama-t-Mugaddas Hablul Matin [Calcutta] of the 13th October 
aaa Oot, 18th, 1913, 1 reproduces the translation of the letter of an 
des Indian correspondent of the Times on the agitation 
for Islamic unity in India, as well as the comment of that paper on the same. 
8 8. The Koran, writes the Muhammadi [Calcutta] of the 25th October, 
_ gays that the only good lies in waging Jehad 
tho Balkan of true Musalmans in (struggle or war) with life and property in the 
1 path of Allah, and that the believer in Allah should 
1 always be ready to respond, to a call for defending the cause of Allah at the 
. risk of life and property. It is, however, a pity that the ten crores of Musal 


mans in India could not raise even one crore of rupees in aid of the Musal- 
man sufferers in the Tripoli war. 


(1303) 


Now the Balkan war has begun. A oordou of fire has been kindled round 
the throne of your religion with the object of 32 it. And we believe 
that this time the British -s 2 not * us to sacrifice our life 
and property in trying to uphold the glory of our religion. 

— ! 22 of fire faces ern it is on your success in this 
ordeal that your existence. as a nation entirely depends. Muster strength in 
your hearts, and be prepared for the trial: Pray all for permission from the 
generous British Government (of course, if the King forbids we must obey 
him), and if the Government permits, see that in one day a lakh: of Musalmans 
may become ready for starting for the scene of war. Islam calls; come all, 
rich men with. your wealth, wise men with your stores of knowledge, and 
young men with your valuable lives. Let us repair with all our belongings to 
the. sacred sacrificial ground in our national Yajna. Come, Musalmans, let us 
pass through the ordeal; Remember what terrible sufferings in hell will await 
you if you shrink from this sacred duty. 

9. The Mukammadi [Calcutta] of the 25th October writes as follows 

“The call of duty.” under the heading The call of duty: 

O sleeping, unconscious: race, open your 
eyes and see what dire fate awaits you. The world has to-day marshalled out 
all its forces for your extirpation... The demons: in human form on earth 
have to-day kindied the destructive fire of war at the centre of the Khalifate, 
with the object of robbing Islam of its last spark of life. Look, look, the 
throne of ‘Turkey is shaking at the war-cry of enemies, — the mother of Islam, 
the Turkish motherland, thin and emaciated as she is, is dancing like a Fury 
of war, her whole body and raiments dripping with the blood of her children. 
One of her eyes is shedding tears for her slaughtered children, and the other is 
sending out fearful sparks of the fire of revenge. 

Hear, O deafened ears of Moslems: hear the sound of the shaking of the 
horns of the Triplet, the hideous war-cry of the Kafirs for thwarting, 
defeating and overpowering the triumphal song of Islam, ‘‘ Allah-o-Akbar.”’ 
What do you think this war, this parade of arms, is for? It is for destroying 
the Khalifate of Turkey or Osman, for lowering to the dust the uplifted head 
of the spiritual greatness of Islam, and for shattering and crushing Moslem 
Nationality. The entire Ohristian world has expressed this purpose openly 
and by its actions. The Bulgarian Minister has said. The impending war 
is the appalling ransom. we are going to pay for our Christian brethren, thrust 
back by impious men into the Godless pandemonium branded by Gladstone’s 
immortal words.” Imagine now what the immortal words of Gladstone were 
and realize, O Musalmans! the gravity of the danger that faces you. What. 
will you now do? Will you sitdown and show. your national spjrit simply by 
empty speechification and useless sighing. at the danger which now besets 
Turkey ? Will you remain quiet and motionless at this crisis which involves 
the question of life and death, of progress and downfall? Will not. even such 
a fierce blow as the attack on Turkey be able to strike up the triumphant 
tune of Allah-o-Akbar on the chord of your heart? Will not streams of 
sympathy flow from your crushed and aching bones? If not, hypocrites and 
cowards like you have no need of bearing the Musalman name. Fie to the 
Islamism of bim who cannot sacrifice his wealth, honour, life, youth and all 
for the sake of religion, nationality and the honour of the Khalifate! Do you 
know why all the prayers you offer to Allah in public meetings and masjids 
for the welfare of Islam become ineffectual ? Because these prayers, offered by 
hyptoerites, do not reach the throne of the Almighty. To His Prophet Allah 
has said, teach all people to pray to me for the fulfilment of their desires and 
that with faith in me. The prayers of faithless men are meaningless, worth- 
less and impotent. With your show of faith assumed for deceiving others, 
selfish patriotism, and the false sympathy which is aroused by excitement and 
sentimentalism in delivering speeches, you cannot reach the gate of Heaven, 
nor do any permanent or useful work. 

Musalmans, if you want to be saved and to live as a nation and as men, 
be prepared to sacrifice yourselves. In the- deep darkness that besets your 
national life be guided by the motto pregnant with truth, that the life of the 
aggregate is built by sacrificing the life of the individual, and at the same 
time show by action that you are men possessed of faith. 
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10. Turkey, writes the Mubammadi [Calcutta] of the 25th October, has suf. 
fered long under grinding tyranny in the name 
of Europe's love of peace. In the name of peace, in 
the name of universal fraternity, in the name of good government, and in the 
name of religion and reform, the lambs of Jesus have been dismemboring Turkey 
for a long time. In the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid, the minds of Young Turks 
awoke to the danger of this hellish covetousness on the part of the Christians, This 
was why they became fired with a desire for reform, and with great adroitness 
and ability carried out a great political revolution in Turkey without bloodshed, 
Europe welcomed this revolution. This welcome, however, was nothing but 
political hyprocrisy, the much-lauded diplomacy which has formed secret treaties 
or conspiracies among the Christian Powers in Europe to bring Musalman 
dominions like Tunis, the Soudan, Egypt, Morocco and Tripoli under Christian 
sovereignty. Our readers will be astonished to hear that the recent extension 
of French power over Morocco was the result of a secret treaty formed 
between France and England in 1905. In fact, it is now clear to all that the 
Christian Powers in Europe, and the Christian world, do not like that Turkey 
should exercise sovereignty over even an inch of ground in Europe. This was 
why, when the Powers found the Young Turks enthusiastically carrying on 
reforms so as to be able to make Turkey unconquerable very soon, they entered 
into a conpiracy against her, the results of whichare the warin Tripoli and 
the Balkans. ‘Turkey, too, now fully realizes that the European Powers have 
become prepared to make a final settlement of their dispute with her in the Bal- 
kan war. It is a war not for sovereignty over any country but for wiping Islam 
off the face of the earth. It is a fearful crusade waged by Christian 
nations against the Koran. In this war will be decided the question whether 
the Moslem race should live ordie in the world. The fearful conflagration 
which has been raised in the Balkans by Christians will not subside with the 
victory or defeat of Turkey. It will inflame every corner of Musalman domi- 
nion in the world. Who but à fool or an utterly misguided person can think 
that the Musalman world, outside Turkey, will view with equanimity the des- 
truction of the lives ot hundreds of thousands of Musalman men and women 
in the war ? 
11. The Al mudabbir C Patna] of the 2lst October does not entertain any 
tear of Turks meeting such a orushing defeat in 
— Saye the present war as would drive them out of 
Macedonia; but it is afraid of Russian intervention. 


The negotiation among the Powers is complete, and they are agreed, it 
appears, as to the line of action to be adopted concerning the Balkan affairs 
and as to when they should intervene. But the decision of the Powers is sure to 
prove a bitter cup for Turkey, as can be concluded from the past experience of 
the Grecco- Turkish, war when partiality was shown to the Greeks. to the great 
disadvantage of the Turks, who were not allowed to reap the harvest of their 
victory. 

Turkey hus, of course, no fear from England in the present war, for it is 
beyond apprehension that British statesmen, and specially Sir E. Grey, will be 
so much puzzled by the alarming movements of Germany and their deter- 
mination to please Russia, that they would not realize the fact that the calamity 


that befalls the Turks does not leave the British Empire without its depress- 
ing effect. 


But to us England’s duty is, the paper remarks, not only not to cause any 
injury to Islamic dominions but, on the other hand, to protect them againat 
calamaties. Moreover, the increase of Russia's influence in the Balkan States 
should not be permitted by England from a consideration of self-intereat 
as well. If England leaves, at the present juncture, the ambition of 
2 unrestrained, Macedonia will become a province of the Russian 

mpire. ö 

It is a pity that rm pet has no Palmerston and Beaconsfield to-day, and 
its foreign policy is guided by such. feeble hands, Sir E. Grey has lowered 
the prestige and position of Britain in the eyes of the Asiatics, who were 
accustomed to see Russia ever restrained by Britain. It cannot be denied for 
a moment, that had England exercised her influence at St. Petersburgh and 


„Turkey's final struggle.“ 
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Vienna, the Balkan land would not have been drenched with the blood of 
innocent Muhammadans. England’s silence is astounding. 

12. Close study of history would make it as clear as daylight, writes the 
Al-mudabbir [Patna] of the 14th October, that the 
troubles and dangers that Islam has fallen into 
to-day are by no means a novel experience for it. It has met and successfully 
withstood similar dangers even in its infancy, and many times more, during its 
existence of over thirteon centuries. It has, 1n spite of everything, once held 
its own as the world-Power and been responsible for the peace and progress of 
all civilised countries. Even the defeat of the Muhammadans that followed, 


Islam and its enemies. 


at the hands of the Tartars, was attended with triumph of Islam, for the con- 


querors accepted the religion of the conquered—an unique event which has 
no parallel in the history of the world. 

The underlying principal motive of the present move of the united 
European diplomacy is, the journal observes, to bring the weakened Islamic 
kingdom under the yoke of the Christians. The statesmen of Europe are 
mistaken if they think that, by ruining Turkey and Persia, they would give a 
death below to Islam. Kingdoms, and Empires will rise and disappear but Islam 
will remain unchanged and continue to flourish amidst calamities, till it has 
fulfilled its mission with which it has made its appearance in this world. 
Europe has perhaps forgotten the lesson it learnt from the war of the Crusades 
in the time of Salahuddin, the Conqueror, thatin spite of all possible efforts 
lying in their power the Europeans could do no harm to Islam, The history of 
the rise and fall of Islam clearly shows that, after every calamity, it has secured 
its footing more firmly and that this is the one true religion which, like pure 
gold, has proved itself more and more valuable at each succeeding test. 


I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


13. The Nayak (Calcutta) of the 29th October asks if the cotton game can- 
Cheating in connection with the not be suppressed by the present law. Cannot aleo 
cotton game and how to prevent the cheating which is practised in connection with 
it. the game be suppressed by it? Game stall-keepers, 
when they lose, avoid payment of money “A closing their stalls or openi 
similar stalls in other places under assumed names. Heavy deposits ought to be 
taken from all keepers of cotton booths in order to prevent this widespread cheat- 
ing. It is a wonder that while the permission of the police is required for open- 
ing a petty stall for selling prepared tea, no such thing is required in the case 
of cotton dens, and that while insnrunce companies, which are intended to help 
people in times of difficulties, have to deposit large sums of money with the 
Government, cotton-gamblers whose business it is to cheat people out of their 
money, have not to deposit a single pice. 
14, Reports have reached the Star of India [Arrah] of the 11th and 18th 
: October that serious disturbances are apprehended 
ppp isturbances spprehended op in the jurisdiction of the Fatuha thana, Shahabad 
oe district, since the Hindus of the locality are hclding 
meetings and making efforts to check cow sacrifice by Muhammadans at the 
coming Bekr-Id. If Government will not direct its attention towards remov- 
ing the cause of the conflict and making proper arrangements to avert a riot, but 
will leavethe matter solely in the hands of the police, the latter will only assist 
the Hindus in giving annoyance to Muhammadans. It has repeatedly come to 
light that in majority of cases collusion of Hindu officers of the police with 
their co-religionists is behind the Bakr-Zd riots. 
The journal warns the Government of the disturbances which are 
threatening, and requests it to do the needful without any delay with a view 
to 2 its duty of protecting the Muhammadans against any interference 
in their religious rites on the part of another community. 
15. Now that the Bakr-Jd festival, writes the Afuhammads [Calcutta } of 
3 the 25th October, is approaching it should be 
Phe approaching Bakr. 44 the effort of all Hindus and Musalmans to prevent 
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a recurrence of the unfortunate riots which have marked its celebration in 
revious years, and this can be done by a considerate regard an the part of 
both the parties for their mutual religious feelings. Just as Hindus Pt gota 
to interfere with tbe rpligious practices of.their, Musalman neighbours, so the 
Musalmans also ought not to wound the feelings of their Hindus neighbours b 
siaughtering cows in places frequented by Hindus. Hindus ought to, consider 
that the more they are opposing slaughter of cows in Korbanj, the more 
extensive and acute is becoming the agitation of tae Musalmans in favour of 
this practice. ‘The present attttude of the Hindus might have become them 
in a Hindu regime, but it is quite out of place at a time when both, they and 
the Musalmans are equally, subject to a foreign yoke. If now the. Hiadus 
continue to oppose the Torbani, the Musalmans also will become irritated and 
oppose idol worship, taking upon themselves the réle of iconoclasts which all 
usalmans glory in. As regards the Musalmans, they ought to know that the 
Koran ordains them to perform the Torbani and not to behave improperly 
with their neighbours, or do anything with the purpose of irritating them. 
Every Musalman should, therefore, try his best to perform the Korbant in such 
a way. as not to wound the feelings of his neighbours, In the mufassil, the 
police is most responsible for all the rioting, oppression and injustice that 
occur on occasions of the Aakr-Jd festival. Hindus constituting the bulk of 
the police force in the country, forget on such occasions that as keepers of the 
ubfie pence they ouglit not to show any undue partiality towards either 
indus or Musalmans. As: a matter of fact, the oppression of Hindu 
zamindars or their amla, the opposition of well-to-do and educated Hindu 
neighbours and the æulum of the police—these three are working the ruin of 
illiterate Musalman villagers. 

The police have discovered a novel plan for suppressing the Korbani. 
One or two days before the festival they collect the names of all the leading 
Musalmans in the locality, and submit a report against them to the Sub- 
divisional Officer, who instantly issues warrants for their arrest and confine- 
ment. Persons thus arrested are not even given the opportunity to read 
their Jd prayer. Poor and illiterate ple as they are, they return home 
four or five days after the festival, weeping and trembling out of fear for 


the future. For the last few years the police of the Kalaroya thana within the 
Satkhira subdivision of the Khulna district, have been adopting this plan for 


suppressing the Korbani in many villages within their jurisdiction, And it is 


reported that similar arrangements will be made there this year also on a 


much larger scale. The Hindus also of the locality are, making, special 
preparations for preventing Korbani. We beg to draw the, attention of the 
District Magistrate of Khulna to the matter, and pray that if the Subdivisional 
Officer thinks it necessary to take legal proceedings against the local Musalmans 
in this connection he may do so when there is time, for the latter to move 
the High Court for the final decision of the case before the festiyal. We 
hope that the authorities will admit the reasonableness of this prayer. 

16. Writing to the Muhummadi: [Calcutta] of the 25th, October, 
Maulvi Abdul Jabbar, Anglo-Persian teacher 
of the Madaripur High School, says that village 
Dharabhanga on the Meghna river, under the Ravinagar thana, in 
the Tippera district, has become a seat of pirates who regularly attack and 
rob boats passing along the river. In the neighbourhood of the village is a 
large steamer station, named Maniknagar, where passengers arriving after 
nightfall have to wait for the whole night, because boatmen refuse to pl 
in the river during night for fear of the dacoits. The correspondent is himself 
a sufferer in this respect, having had, three or four times during this year, 
to pass a whole night at the station. The attention of the police authorities 
is drawn to the matter. : 


Pirates in the Tipperah district. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


17. The Muhammadi [Calcutta] of the 25th October severely censures 


the conduct of Mr, Bugchi, the Fourth Presidency 
J e ° ＋ 
he Wellington Square riot case. Magistrate, Calcutta, in ‘sentericin g the accused 
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ms in the Wellington Square riot ‘ave to imprisonment for only two 
weeks each, thus Gepriving ther Nen. e to appeal against his 
judgment. f Mr. Pgh ‘“wétually ound ‘ bin guilty of rioting against the 
polite, he might very well inflict heawer ‘punishments. Moreover, the judg. 
ment ‘was delivered just ‘before the clésing of the Vacation Bench of the ig 


Oourt, 80 that it cduld not be moved in favour of the accused before it 
ed, Could not Mr. ‘Bagchi deliver the judgment either two days 
before the commeuesment of the Vacation or after the reopening of the Court ? 
The writer hopes that Mr. Bagchi ‘will soon secure promotion to a higher poet. 


| (d) — Educa tion. 


18. A correspondént 2 1 . i [Calcutta] of the * 1 October 
wells on the disadvantageous position of Bengali- 
I — speaking students in the Caleutta Madrasah. fis 
students. complained that the vernacular is not taught in 
classes lower than the Fourth class, that most teachers, and particularly the 
Head Master, does not know Bengali so that students who are not proficient in 
Urdu or English are put to great inconvehienée, and that the Persian courses of 
study in the Fourth and Third classes, as also the mode of examination followed 
in these classes, are extremely stiff. Moreover, in examinations of the Fourth 
and Third classés, questions are set, for translating Persian into Urdu and vice- 
versa. This is very convenient and easy for Urdu-speaking students, but 
equally inconvenient and difficult for Bengali-speaking students. 
19. A correspondent, Who is a teacher, of the Muhammad: [Calcutta] of 
The Arabic ‘Text-book for the the 25th October, complains that the Arabic Text- 
i atéicclation Yixemiaetion. book for the Matriculation Examination for 1918 
has been published by the University in 1912, 
while it, being a two years’ course, ought to have been published in 1911. In 
justice, therdfore, to the students, who will appear in the examination in 1913, 
half of the book should be omitted from their course of study. Again, there 
are in the book quotations from the Koran and the History of Tabrez, which 
dre too stiff and too full of allusiohs for Matriculation students. These 
portiotis at least Gight‘to be ömitted. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


20. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 28th October has the following :— 
After a prolonged reign of unrest and distur- 
| bances in Bengal we really hope to see peace 
re-established in it. We do not réckon Bomb, sedition, political dacoity and 
boycott of things English as umrest, for we are conviuced that the sphere of 
their operation cannot but be limifed, doings as they are of but mischievous 
men, and as they have not their roots laid deep in the natural constitution of 
things. They are as ephemeral as bubbles. Hunger and disease, these are the 
two potent causes of unrest, for it is these that drive men to desperation, make 
them dare and bear everything. These two alone are then the true causes of 
unrest, unrest whether latent or manifest, 

There have been many Governors in Bengal, but these Governors were 
like so many figures moved by machine. They may have been at heart 
sympathetic towards the people, but the people knew nothing of it, for these 
rulers had not the courage to evince thut sympathy by eschewing the routine 
of administration. The administration was neither the better nor the worse 
for them, it ran in the same old groove as before, 

But in Lord Carmichael we by ve a ruler of another metal. He has the 
r to mix with the people and learn their wants by personal observation 
1 as to show himself practically as he really is. This it is that fills us 
with hope. 


Village sanitation. 
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As a result of his personal observation of things he has called a muf 
water-supply conference at Darjeeling, from which we can confidently hope for 
the haopieet results, He has diagnosed at last the true disease with which 
Bengal is afflicted—an absence of adequate supply of pure drinking water a8 
well as of an adequate drainage system, The old tanks are silted up and new. 
ones are not being excavated, while railways obstruct the natural drainage of 
the country. The result is that a short drought causes a scarcity of water, 
while heavy rainfall for only a few days in succession produces an inundation 
raging over wide areas ard destructive to crops. This is the true cause of the 
chronic scarcity in thecountry. Formerly, only a twelve years’ drought was 
followed by a scarcity. But now even one year’s drought is sufficient to cause 
it. The cause of the present scarcity in the country is not so much the want 
of rainfall as the want of a judicious utilisation of it in large reservoirs. 

It is a matter of great joy that Lord Carmichel realizes this. We see, 
with the eye of imagination, the villages of Bengal blessed with health and 
alive with the busy hum of an active population, in no distant future. 


(General. 


21. From the report published by the Government of India of the action 
taken during the yeare 1905-06 to 1911-12 under 
the Indian Merchandise Marks Act of 1889, the 
Daily Bharat Mitra (Calcutta | of the 26th October 
concludes that taking undue advantage of the fondness of the Indians for 
Swadeshi articles, the dealers in foreign goods have considerably duped them. 
The report further shows, the journal observes, that the Department has 
not been discharging its duty quite satisfactorily, for during the last 20 years 
goods were confiscated not more than 127 times, and no less than 9,500 owners 


got their goods released without having to pay aay fines at all, which would 


not have been the case had all the questionable goods been duly confiscated 


and fines strictly realized, thereby discouraging the fraudulent practices of 
European merchants. 


22. Referring to the 
The Multan trouble. 


Indians cheated by dealers in 
foreign goods 


Hindu-Musalman trouble in Multan, the Alpanch 
[ Bankipur } of the 25th October asks the leaders of 
the two communities and their organs to seriously 
consider the question of devising means for establishing peace between the 
two communities, as without their aid Government can do little in the matter. 


III.—LEOGISLATIOx. 


23. Referring to the speech of the Home Member in which he said that 


1 if the Bill for the protection of girls, introduced 
, by Mr. Dadabhoy, receives a fall support from the 
public he will introduce a similar Bill on behalf of Government, the Alpanch. 
| Bankipur] of the 25th October does not understand the necessity of another 
Bill, and aske whether it is intended to suppress the growing importance of the 
non official members or to prove the incapacity of Mr. Dadabhoy. 15 
24. Referring to the rumour that an Act is going to be passed by which 

the copy-right of a book would be extended to its 


translation also, the Alpanch (Bankipur] of the 
25th October remarks that if such an Act is passed a great obstacle will be 


placed in the way of publication of books in the Indian languages. The 
publishers of English books may of course publish vernacular translations as 
well, but those who have seen the translations of publishers like the Maemillan 
and Longman companies know full well what they are worth, and how they do 
more harm than good to the language of the translation. The aper exhorts 


the Urdu Associations and the Nagari Pracharini Sabhas to agitate against the 
proposed law, otherwise the vernacular languages will suffer seriously. 1 5 


Right of translating a book. 


( 1800 ) 
V.—Paosrrors OF THE CROrS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


25. Reviewing the agricultural situation in the different provinces of 
8 the country, the Daily Bharat Mitra | Calcutta) of 

Famine threatening. = the 24th October finds that the condition of crops 
in the Punjab, the United Provinces and Bihar, as well as the Mahratta 
country, is very unsatisfactory and that these areas have hardly any chance of 
escaping from famine if there be no sufficient rainfall even in December and 
January. | : 

_It i? therefore Government's duty, the paper observes, to leave the 
railways alone at present and to take prompt measures for the improvement of 
irrigation; or there will be a terrible famine, for the scanty yield of food- 
grains coupled with their exportation to foreign lands, will bring distress of no 
mean magnitude to the sons of the soil. The Government will not, it is 
certain, stop exportation of grain from the country, and if they fail, at the 
same time, to make adequate arrangements for irragation, famine is sure to 
follow. : 

Famine in India has had some connection (it would appear) with the 
Durbars. The country saw an appaling fumine in the year 1877, when Lord 
Lytton celebrated the Delhi Durbar; and the same happened iu 1903, the year 
of Lord Curzon’s Durbar. At the occasion of the last Durbar, too, Gujrat and 
Kathiawar were in the throes of famine. This year, as well, famine is 
proceeding to receive and wel ꝛome Lord Hardinge on the 23rd December when 
he enters the new Capital with great pomp and splendour attended by Indian 
Chiefs. Lord Hardinge is in no respect bebind Lord Curzon; rather he 
excels him. Lord Curzon with his wife, led a grand elephant procession of 
Rajas and Maharajas on the occasion of his Delhi Durbar, which opportunity 
Lord Hardinge was deprived of by the presence of His Imperial Majesty the 
King-Emperor. To gratify his hankering, however, His Excellency — now 
chosen to celebrate, with pompous procession, his entry into Delhi. But this 
is not all. His Excellency has placed the order for fireworks with 4 London 
firm of pyrotechnists, Messrs. W. & A. Brock. What is this if not waste of 
public money? Fifty crores to be spent on the building of the new Capital, 
closely following (the expenditure on) the Delhi Durbar; then the cost of 
(Viceroy’s) State entry to Delhi coupled with that of fireworks! There is 
absolutely none to exercise a check or question (tho propriety of, the act. 
Verily the proverb that Heart has no pity for the wealth that costs nothing“ 
is being realized. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


“26. In reply to a correspondent who, after thanking the paper for the 
1 political creed defined for the Musalmans in its 
previous issue, has asked its opinion as to whom 
the community should make its leader, the Al-Ailal [Calcutta] of the 16th 
October says that the Muhammadans have got their true and permanent 
leader in the Quran, which is their Divine guide in their mundane as well as 
their spiritual affairs. 

Still, recognizing the importance of a virtuous soul that would act as a 
pioneer to the community in following the teachings of the said leader, the 
journal regrets that the Muhammadans have unfortunately drawn a line of 
demarcation between religious and worldy affairs, so that unlike the past their 
spiritual leaders now no longer guide them in the matters of the world, and 
thus the necessity has arisen of a political leader. 

Having laid down the following qualifications necessary for a leader, the 
journal is unable to find any individual possessing all of them: — 

(1) He should be a firm believer in and practical follower of Islam—not 
only a conventional Musalman. 

(2) He should be at least well conversant with religious teachings and a 
man of religious culture, if not a thorough master of spiritual learning. 

(3) He should posses the puwer of speaking and writing in English, since 
without it he cannot mediate between the Government and the people. 
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(4) He choul be free from all such interests us aro'likely’to make him at 
any moment afraid of his family, society or Government. 

If anybody is-worthy ef the -responstbiltty of deaderstip ‘it is Nawab 
Vikar-ul-mulk, although he does not meet alt the requirements, since he does 
not fulfil the rd and 4th conditions. 


27. Though recognising the importance of politics in the life of u nation, 
1 The goal of Muhammedan and og the servile‘and ‘fluttering attitude of 


activities. go-called leaders of the Indian Muhammadans, ‘the 
Al. Hilal Calcutta] of the 16th: October advises the Muhammadan communi 

not to place politieal emancipation alone befere them as the goal of their 
activities. Their duty is to be true Musalmans and to act up to the teachings 
of the holy Quran in every matter, leaving the rest to the cure of God. This 
is the only proper oourse fer the Muhammadans to adopt, and the result of it 
will be ry all round and attainment of the desired high position, not 

itica 


only politically but in social, religious, and all other aspects of life. 
RAJENDRA CHANDRA SASTRI, 
| Bengals Translator. 
BencaLt TgansiaTor’s OFFIcE, 
The 8nd November 1912. 
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LIST OF NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS RECEIVED AND DEALT WITH 


BY THE BENGAL INTELLIGENCE BRANOH 
[As it stood on 16 January 1918.) 


— 


Name of Publication. 


No, Where published) Edition. Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation. 
1 |** Amrita Basar Patrika | Calcutta . Daily „Kali Prasanna Chatterj i, age 48, Brahmin 1,600 to 4,000 
3 |**Bengalee” ... „Ditto „ 2 * Nath Banerji and Kali Nath |6,500 to 8,600 

| | | oy. 
8 [ Hindoo Patriot «+ | Ditto Do. „ Srish Chandra Sarbadhikari, age 44, and | 600 to 1,000 
| Kailash Chandra Kanjilal, pleader, 
Small Oause Court, also contributes. 
4% Indian Echo“ Ditto » | Weekly . | Kunju Behary Bose, age 45, Kayastha... 600 
5 10 Indian Empire L 80 | Ditto one Do. ope Kishorzi Mohan Banerji and H. Dutt eee 3,000 
6 rT Indian Mirror 00 ae Ditto 90s Daily eee Satyendra Nath Sen eee ope 1,000 to 1,508 
7 |“ Indian Nation we | Ditto ro | Weekly . Noresh Chandra Serbadhikari and] 1,000 
} Srish Chandra Sarbadhikari. 
3 „% Musalman” „Ditto „ 0 „ A. Basul and M. Bahman , eee 11,000 to 1,500 
9 | eis and Rayyet „, Ditto „ Do, „„ Jogesh Chandra Dutt, age 61 years ... 400 
10 10 Telegraph 90 pe | Ditto 5 Do. eee Satyend ra Kumar Bose ope eve 2,000 
| | 
11 66 Herald“ ee: | Dacca „ Do. 00 Pryo Nath Sen eee ee % 
12 0 East * eee Do. 90 Bi-weekly eee | 000 % 000 eee 
° Has not been published tor the last six months, end ne probably it will got be published agin: : oo 
Part II or tos Weexty Repost. 
Additions to, and alterations in, the List of Vernacular Newspapers as it stood on the Let June 1919. 
No. | Name of Publication. Where published.| Edition. | Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation. 
New E Worlds Messenger” . No. 18, Kali] Monthly (Eng- Raghu Probir Mitra (Hindu), age 22 100 copies. 
Prasad Chakrs-| lish). years. | 
berty’s Street. 
Do. |“ Current Indian Cases“ | No. 1-1, College Monthly (Eng- Monindra Nath Mitter and Brothers] Ditto. 
(a Jaw paper). Square, East. lish). (Kayasths), sge 32 years. 
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1 I.—Fonzien Porrrics. 
1704. The Amrita 
The Turko-Bulgarian War. 


Basar Pairtka remarks as follows on the Turko- 
Bulgarian was :—‘‘ Even such grim episodes are 
not without their humorous side,—as will be evi- 

denced bY the shibboleth of ‘ Balkan for the Balkan people’ raised by the 

Allies, To us Asiatics the cry affords ground for at least amusement. When 

it is a question of dealing with a single corner of Europe—which, being ruled 

by a non-Christian State, is a. tual thorn in the side of her Christian 
neighbours,—the ethical music is pitched very high and the skies are rent 
with ‘Balkans for the Balkan people,’ ‘ Macedonia for the Macedonians,’ 
and so forth, and it is moreover made the justification for any amount of 
unrighteous warfare. Directly, however, the venue is shifted to Asia,—the 
happy hunting ground of the civilized European Powers—the whole ‘code of 
ethics ie dropped into the Mediterranean and the cry is changed into ‘Asia 
for the Europeans and Americans and whomsoever have the might.’ . Surely 
such a terrible ethical backsliding points a moral which should not be lost on 

the Asiatics.” ABB) hil 5 70 

1705. Commenting on the war, the Bengales remarks that the war is not 

The Tarko-Balear regarded by the Indian community asa struggle 

e Puk zor ungarn war. between Europe and Asia, The fact cannot be 
overlooked that the great European Powers have no part or share in the strug- 
gle, that they did their level best to avert it, and that even when war became 
inevitable they declared that, no matter what the issue By “eae there would 
be no curtailment of the territorial limits of the Turkish pire. Whether 

in view of the events that have recently taken place the Powers will be in a 
position to insist upon the fulfilment of their decluration remains to be seen— 
for diplomacy is fickle and inconstant—but the fact remains that a serious effort 
was made by the Powers that dominate European politics to avert war and to 

preserve peace. he secret of the combination between Hindus 
and Muhammadans is not that both believe that the war is a trial of strength 
between Europe and Asia, but the conviction that justice and righteousness 

are on the side of Turkey and that it is a wanton war of aggression on the 
part of the Balkan States. The circumstances, too, connected with the genesis 
of the war have deepened the general sympathy for Turkey. When Turkey 
lay prostrate and exhausted after a fairly prolonged struggle with Italy, when 
added to her foreign complications there were serious domestic difficulties, 
it was at such a moment that the Balkan States made a wanton attack upon 

Turkey. Everything may be fair in war. But the laws of morality are 
not suspended before the proclamation of war, nor éven on the field of 

carnage. For the liberty of Macedonia all right-thinking men must feel the 


# 


deepest sympathy; and the war consecrated by the spirit of freedom is 


erhaps the least unjustifiable of wars. But an appeal to the sword is the 
t resort of the thinking and the good, and it has yet to be proved that it 
was the only possible means for the attainment of Macedonian liberty. For an 
Oriental nation struggling for the preservation of its rights and the integrity 
of its territoriee—struggling against unwarrantable aggression—the sympathies 
of the Orient must go forth, in a strong current. Therein lies the secret 
of the combination between Hindus and Muhammadans. Behind it, too, 
there is the N that Muhammadan countries have not recently been treated 
by the European Powers with the justice and consideration to which they 
were entitled. The case of Persia and the war between Italy and Turkey 
instances this. 

1706. The Amrita 0 Patria writes: The r mains 

4 eld in Calcutta in connection with the Turkis 
cee IS om the Tete reverses, in which both the Hindus and Muham- 
madans joined hands and passed resolutions, go 
to show that, on account of their association with each other for many centuries 
past, they can never leave one another alone in their sorrow or adversity and 
that both sail in the same boat iu respect of many things. It is a fact that 
the Turkish reverses have cast as much gloom in the hearts of the Hindus as 
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the Muhammadans themsel ves; and if the Hindus be approached for funds to 
help the Turkish sufferers, many will come forward to contribute liberally 
to anch an object. It is not unfortunate that the underlying current of sym- 


pathy and fellow-feeling feeding both the communities ahould be sought to 
2 


muddled now and then, b such -petty and superficial things as separate 
electorates, cow-killing, and the ke? 10 Ab ot! 


II. Hou ADMINISTRATION. | 


(a) — Police. 


1707. Referring to the Government resolution on the administration of 
+ the Police Departm 


ent for the year 1911, the 


Police corruption. Herald rewarks:—“ The recent ‘increase in the 


salary of Sub- Inspectors has drawn some educated and respectable men to: ‘the 
Police Department. But it is not sufficient to draw good men alone; they 
have to be kept out of the doors of temptation. Blood is thicker than water, 
and when there is want ut home and immense power in hand scruples of 
conscience can do but little to check the temptation of an average man. It 
will not do to say that these men cannot command better pay in other depart- 
ments. Even if that be true, it must be remembered that in other departments 
there are fewer opportunities of earning unrighteous money. It is doubtless 
therefore that the rank and file of the police force will for a long time to 
come remain as they are. The pay of a constable cannot perhaps be oon- 
siderably increased, and an imcrement of a rupee or two cannot attract a better 
class of people. By this the paper does not of course mean to say that the 
pay of the constables should not be increased. What is meant is that the rank 
and file of the police force being what they are, an enforeement of the strictest 
form of discipline by honest and capable officers can only keep them straight. 
This is all the more reason why their immediate superiors, the Sub-Inspectors, 
should by the offer of better pay and the holding out of better prospects 
before them be kept out of the doors of temptation. : | 
1708, In the course of a couple of Jong articles critcizing the administra- 
Toe Patios, tion reports, the Amrita Bazar Pairtka writes 
K “ The Resolution, while commencing with a roseate 
picture of the effects of the Police Reform initiated during Lord Curzon’s 
administration, is yet frank enough to acknowledge the indequata scale of pay 


doled out to the constabulary force which, as may be expected, seriously 


affects their effiviency. One really wonders that it did not strike the authori- 
ties before. We have been harping on it in season and out of season and 
suggesting what we consider the proper remedies. One of our suggestions 
wus that the number of fatly paid European heads of the district police be 


reduced and the vacancies thus caused filled up by Indians who are satisfied 


with less pay and who are much better acquainted with the language, manners 
and custome of the people, the topography of the country, and so forth. 
In this way both economy and efficiency would be secured. ‘The saving 
thus effected might be utilized in increasing the pay of the rank and file of 
the subordinate police. . . - . . The other suggestion was that the 
number of the police force might be considerably lessened—India bein 
proverbially a quiet and law-abiding country,—and ‘the saving ‘thus effected 
utilized in increasing the efficiency of the officers by giving them high-elass 
detective training. Indeed, it is a mere truism to say that better a hundred 


efficient than a thousand inefficient men. But apparently ours was a ery in the 


wilderness. We hope, however, that this matter also will come in for its share 
of attention in due course. ; 
Ws confess, however, we cannot understand the nasal twang about the 
diminution of the Muhammadan element in the police force. Is there any- 
thing so extraordinary and special about that communit (or any, for the 
matter of that) that makes this diminution appear such a dire len to the 
Government? We can understand the rationale of its regret at the compar- 
ative absence of the respectable and educated sections of the Indians generally 
from the police force. But, in the absence of any such evidence as to ‘the 
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pecial aptitude ur extraordinary ability of the ‘Muhammadan community for 
: wc 4 polioe duties as we have above: ired about, the solicitude. t the 


terpretation. :. . . .'« When it is the prosecutions  dyainet: the 

lice that fail, it is due to the ‘deliberate falsity’ of the charge as well as the 

esire of thetyranidal prosecutor to subject the innocent and immaculate poljve 
. 


to persecution and haressment. But when it is tlie prbseou- 


tions by the police that fails, it is of course dus to there being * difficulties ?! 
Is this notdelightfal? Surely what is suave to the police gander ought to be 


sauce to the private goose, and such invidious distinctions between prosecu- 
tions against the police and by the police in a Government resolution is to be 
de lored. „ 1210 . | . ne *% : %, e 

* Again, are there not likewise: ‘difficulties’ far greater in the way of the 
prosecutions by private aggrieved persons against the all-powerful police? Is 
the path of the unfortunate man who is compelled to prosecute the police 
strewn with roses? It should be remembered that in a country like ours the 
poorer and thé more helpless a man the more age is he to be harassed and 
persecuted by the police and the greater the difficulties in the way of his 
procuring the necessary evidence and legal help to enable him to bring home 
the charges to the accused. Such being the case, is it fair to magnify the 
so-called “ difficulties ’ and ‘persecutions’ of the police and quietly pass over 


the far graver ones to which their victims are exposed? A Government 75 


lution, like any otber serious State document, should be characterized by fai 
ness to all concerned and absence of any bias and special pleading. When, 
however, it allows its excessive zeal to champion the cause of ite pet 
subordinates to run away with that fair play and strict impartiality which 
we are entitled to expect of it, we ean only express our surprise and regret. 
There is yet another thing to be deplored in it, and that is that the bee of 
‘political crime’ is still resistlessly buzzing in the official bonnet. * Talk of 
the devil and it is sure to turn up’ is the adage we would respectfully 
present to the ‘writers of such’ resolutions. ‘To harp so prominently on the 
so-called ‘ political crime’ when everything has settled down into its wonted 
calm, and when even. most of the few murderers of police officers are as yet 
undetected and untried is, we are afraid, to invite a mischief where there is 
hone, This is no doubt due to the inertia generated by the unhappy policy of 
the defunct East Bengal Government. But the wiser and more statesmanlike 
policy that has been inaugurated will, we hope, effectively counteractit, Else, 
it would only have the effect of drawing a red-herring acrogs the path of 
reforming the real evil that is at the root of it all, we mean the lack of deteo- 
tive ability on the part of the police. And what is the consequence of this ? 
Why, by way of compensating for this serious defect they often have recourse 
to all sorts of random — ted the bush and wanton illegalities which not 
only render the chances of detecting the real culprits more and more remote, 


but actually encourage the wily and the hardéned criminal to pursue his career 


of crime undeterred by fear of detection. Nothing is more discouraging or 
awe- inspiring to a criminal than the knowledge that there are skilful detectives 
abroad who will ferret him out anyhow. And itiss pity that, instead of 
turning their attention to this real plague spot in the polie 


ice system of ‘thie 


country—~not even barely referring to it in this lengthy resolution, —our 
authorities. should be frittering away their energies over an outburst of gratu- 
latory zeal ‘at the escape of police officers from conviction as well as over the 
bogey of political crime. | : } 

An equally prominent reference is made to the so-called political dacoities 
by ‘respectable classes.’ Of course, it would be a bad day for any society or 
State when the respectable classes turn dacoits, and no sane person would be- 
little the gravity of such a situation. But is it really the case in our Province ? 
Is the ‘situation really so grave? ‘We are afraid not. We have already tried 
our. best to dispel this illusion under which the powers that be, have been 
labouring. And we shall attempt it over again. : 

The cause of the increase of dacoities in Eastern Bengal is now an open 
secret. At the time when officialdom saw spectres of sedition in every bush, 
they were seized with panic and were bent upon putting it down at any cost. 
The whole police force was employed in hunting down seditionists, leaving 


vernment on their behalf may casily lend itself to tisapprehension und 
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their legitimate work of detecting crime, to take care of itself. And the result 
was that the wholesome check put on the professional bydmashcs was removed 
and crime increased by leaps and bounds in East Bengal, while the whole 
energies of the Police Department were devoted. to fighting windmills, i. a., 
running after so-called political dacoits.’ And this picture we are not draw- 
ing from our own imagination. The truth of this state of things was admitted 
by a late Inspector - General of Police of East Bengal in his report, and the 
Allahabad paper at that time approvingly quoted his observations. * 

“As to respectable persons’ having been involyed in some of these 
dacoities, there may be, as we have already said, some exceptional and unfor- 
tunate cases in which a few hare-brained youths were led to commit such 
foolish ou s against society. But we repeat most of the dhedra 
inyolved would not have been found in such a predicament but for the politi- 
cal’ jaundice which was vitiating the vision of the myrmidons of law. 

ie Improve the pay and prospects of the subordinate police, give them a 
sound detective training as in England and other advanced western countries 
and, above all, impress on them the indispensable necessity of gaining the 
confidence and goodwill of the public, and not only will there be a great 
reduction in the number of crimes, but we shall cease to hear the oft-repeated 
jeremisds about the apathy of the people to help the police.” : 

1709. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes :—‘' The news of the accident on 
the Darjeeling- Himalayan Railway will no doubt 
be received with a sense of horror and condem- 
nation throughout the country, especially when we 


_ Accident on the Darjeeling- 
Himalayan Railway. 


contemplate the far graver disaster that might have ensued, in view of the fuct 


that the Darjeeling Mail was coming down shortly afterwards. In this 
connection some of our Anglo-Indian correspondents take precious good care 
to remind the world that this is the spot on which a similar attempt took 
place only a few months back to wreck the trainin which His Excellency the 
Governor was coming down to Calcutta. So the major and the minor premises 
are both there. The inevitable process of putting two and two together’ 
has been put in operation, and the inevitable conclusion will, we are afraid, 
be forthcoming to complete the syllogism. We hope, however, all this will 
not be allowed to cloud the real issue, i. e., who are the culprits and how is 
it that they are still undectected in spite of the increased police vigilance and 
the proclamation :fa reward of Rs. 500? Does it not, it may be seriously 
asked, point to a most lamentable lack of detective ability of our police? 
Surely in any other civilized country the culprit or culprits would by this time 


have been laid by the heel and the recurrence of such accidents effectively 
checked.” | 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


1710. The Amrita Basar Patrika hopes the result of the Mergui defam- 
ation case has proved an eye-opener to the Anglo- 
{ndian Press, which hitherto complacently looked 
on the extraordinary manner in which defamation cases,—particularly against 
journalists,—were as a rule disposed of, because such cases touched only the 
natives.“ They will now realize that if the defamation law in India is a 
terrible weapon in the hands of the prosecutor, it is sometimes made more 
terrible because of the use to which it is put when the prosecutor happens to be 
a member of the executive service. Verily it is like a double-edged instru- 
ment, cutting both ways, from which even Anglo-Indian papers are not 
immune. In England defamation is not a criminal offence, but triable in 
civil courts onl F. Why do not the Anglo-Indian papers now agitate to amend 
the defamation law on this line? The journal can assure.them that they can 


Mergui defamation case. 


count on the support of the Indian Press, Need it be pointed out that, if there 


is a matter in which the Anglo-Indian and the Indi il in the same 
boat, it is the defamation law? W 


1711. On the same subject the Bengalee writes: —“ In the course of the 


ore charge His Honour allowed himself to be betrayed 


into remarks which we think were quite gratuitous 
and must hurt the feelings of our countrymen in Burma as wall as 1 India. 


If 


„ mM eM em ee eta Bo’ mer So 


ee wer ON 


( 675 ) 
‘The letter and the petitions says the Judge in his charge, ‘ were sufficient to 
make any man suspect that it * „* one of those false cases which natives of Andi 
were very fond of indulging in. | The italics are ours.) Weashould like to know 
what justification there was for this libel upon the people of India. The ermine 
of the — 4 will not protect him from the consequences of this reckless and 
indefensible statement in which the veracity of a vast population is — 
Is it consistent with judicial ealmness and impartiality ? If Judges are reckless 
in their statements, might not a poor newspaper editor be excused for going 
a little beyond the limits of the law? Let it be borne in mind that the remarks 
were utterly uncalled for—the perties in the case being Burmese and not 
Indians. Yet the Judge thought it fit to indulge in this ess attack upon 
the peo le of India. An observation of this kind, which is as n 
it is irrelevant, must take away from the value of a charge which, we must say, 
all India has read with a sense of painful surprise.“ 


(c)—Jails. 


1712. The Bengales has often commented upon the treatment of political 
aa prisoners in the Andamans, and it is now awaiting 
a with some interest and expectancy the action of 
the Government of India in this matter. The journal is anxious to know if any 
sensible improvement has taken place in dealing with these prisoners. The 
Indian public cannot and will not allow the matter to stand where it is. 
There is, however, another kindred matter to which it is necessary to call 
attention—the release of Mr. Tilak. No remission, to which he is entitled 
under the prison rules, seems to have been allowed in his case on the ground 
that his sentence has been converted from rigorous to simple imprisonment. 
The reason seems to be far too absurd for a responsible Government to put 
forward. It is certainly inconsistent with those principles of humanity which, 
at any rate in India, are followed in the treatment of prisoners. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


1713. It is said, writes the Amrita Bazar Patrika, that malaria cannot be 
Melos! expelled from this country. But how is it that 
mR other nations are freeing themselves from its grip ? 

It is well known that many parts of Italy are as malaria-stricken as some of 
our worst districts. Twelve years ago 75 per cent. of the inhabitants of the 
Pontine Marshes (which was in the days of old the Granary of Rome”) were 
infected which malaria. By a systematic campaign, the Italian Red Cross 
Society have since been successf a in reducing the prevalence of the disease 
by nine-tenths; and how? It is by the provision of good food and tonic 
medicines to fortify the sickly against the attacks of the coming season, as 
well as by improving the drainage of the district. In order to eradicate the 
disease entirely, measures on a large scale for properly draining and . g 
the area are now being undertaken. The paper then goes on to remark that 
after all malaria is a removable disease. All that is n is that the 
en should be supplied with nourishing food and the infected places should 

properly drained. When the Italian Government can find the money to do 
all these, works, why should not our own Government, which is not less 
enlightened or resourceful than that of Italy, be able to do so? As a matter 


of fact the problem of malaria is only a question of funds, and not only in the 


interests of the peo le but those of the Empire itself; funds should be forth- 
coming to make In lian villages as healthy as they were before, If the subjects 
are allowed to die like fleas or remain in a moribund condition, who will find 


den, 4 for the maintenance of one of the costliest of Governments in the 
wor 


(9 —Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


1714. A correspondent to the Bengales writes:—‘‘ On the 17th Ovtober 
I, with a few friends, arrived at the platform gate 
of No, 10 platform at Howrah about half an hour 
before tin.e for the morning Up Express. We found the gate closed, and one 
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“tacwbhah the ticket eollector’ said, 6. 


When 


in polit , 
tendent, who immediately took the matter in hand. Such whims of Euro- 
or Eurasian ticket: collectors must, be put a stop to. It is simply annoy- 
that people should be. subjected to such whims of railway underlings, 
Will che authorities: see to this and take steps to prevent such things in 
future?” ee 4 1” gal 2 bar ato Halit 9 * | 


A — General. 


1715. From all accounts, writes the Herald, the recent outbreak of cholera 
in Dacca is unprecedented in the annals of the city. 
Oldest residents agree in considering that there 
never was such. a virulent and fatal epidemic of the nature of the recent one. 
The present outbreak can be haid to be localised. in certain quarters of the 
town and prevails among one class of people, namely, the Shakes, These how- 
ever afford a clue to the. causes that have led to the recent outbreak. It is 
well known that on the Dashehara day these people largely partake of a certain 
class of sweets known as ladaus. The practice is so universally followed that 
the majority of Shaka, families do not on this day partake of any other food. 
The localities. which have been affected point further to the fact that the 
supply of these sweets was from a single source. Considering the great 
adulteration that goes ox in the food stuffs, it will not be surprising if ultimately 
the epidemic is traced .to some one or other of the shops where sweets are 
sold in those quarters. We trust our new Civil Surgeon Dr. Anderson, who 
comes with a high N and considerable experience in civio ma 
having been lately the Chairman of the Chittagong Municipality, will take up 
the matter. From the virulent nature of the epidemic we hope the Govern- 
ment will institute a sifting enquiry into its causes. The above facts are 
important materials affording very good data for an authoritative enquify, 
1716, Official repo aon 3 the Amrita 22 Patrika, that the 
| | Fishery Department in Bengal has been trying 
wiehery Department 0 — for the last three years or so, the experiment as to 
whether the artificial culture of carp in ponds or tanks or other confined 
waters is as practicable in the Province as it has been found to be in Europe 
and Japan. ‘The stock of the carp and other edible fish there is increased by 
culturing them in confined waters, and hatcheries are resorted to for their 
artificial propagation, Considering that fish forms a most favourite food of 
the Bengalis, the importance of the success of the experiment can well be 
understood. The Fishery Department would do well to keep ‘the public 
informed as to the results of the various experiments now being made to 


Oholera in Dacca, 


increase the stock of fish more poy. e by sehding’ reports 


of their labours to newspapers for ; in that case many energetic oung men, who 
are now out of employment, may avail themselves of the know edge to start a 
fishing industry. | | 5 

1717. The Amrita Bosar Pairika writes :—‘‘ The action of the new 
Government reminds us of the mode in which a 
| tiger is said to enjoy his prey. It has been heard 
from some eye-witnesses that the tiger does not devour his prey all at once. 
He pounces upon it at an 1 momen 


drags it into its own jurisdiction and then drops it, viewing it a distance 
with evident glee, the profuse watering of his outstretched tongue being an 
index of his satisfaction. Sometimes A would smell or lick it and then 
saunter forth at a greater distance and then come back again, It is after all 
these preliminary ings that he at last falls upon and devours it. Now 
it often happens that the prey is alive all this while, having recovered the 


Bankipur landowners. 


stunning effect of being pounced upon as soon as it was dropped by its grim 


t, seizes it, nr the throat, 
m 


patcher. But he iy tint ttempt an ren show 
returned animation, than the landowners do of: re 
lands dropped we mean return ent prelis 
final gobbling uß ß 2 40 Ni 
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, The domiciled Bengalis in 
VVV 


the Local Government is inspired by the firm determination to do justice as 
between all sections of the community in Bihar, But the Local Government 
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is largely dependent upon subordinate officers and tha heads of departments 
and hore 0 $8 round £6 complaint. The domiciled community may fairly 
claim equal treatment with other sections of the . in Biber (1) 4 
oo ate public service, (2) as regards admission ito Government colleges and 
schools, und, lastly, in respect of eligibility for scholarships for educational pur- 
poses. The Lengalee does not claim special treatment or special electorates for 
the Bengali minority, though it would be justified in making the demand, 
in view of the recent policy of the Government in regard to an influential 
minority. What it urges is that the domiciled community should labour 
under no disabilities, that no artificial ban should be imposed. upon them, but 
that they should, like Biharis, be eligible to ce appointments and subject to 
the same tests and the same conditions. Their race ought to be no disquali- 
fication in a land which is the land of their adoption, and in * cases the laud 
of their birth. But that there is a real bar against Bengalis will be seen from 
the rules which it is proposed to introduce in the Government colleges and 


schools in Bihar. 


1721. On the same subject a correspondent to the Bengales writes: Does 
. it stand to reason — is it just, fair or righteous to treat 

The domiciled Bengalisin Bikers the boys of the Bengali tax-payers domiciled in 
Bihar as eo many undesirable aliens, outcastes and pariahs in a Government 
institution of a province which has been adopted by their fathers and grand- 
fathers who did not contribate a little to the growth and development of public 
life in Bihar? We cannot conceive anything more disgraceful than this, and 
we “nee tothe Government to remove the galing disability, the unmerited 
ban, The Principal of the Engineering School has pat uponour boys whose. 
elaim to Bihar is as strong as that of any Lala or Pandey, and who are natives 
of this Province as emphatically as any Bihari, who mischievously seeks to 
exclude them from what is their own. 4 | 


1722. The Bengalee remarks that for half a century and more Bengali 

a0 bas been the court language and the language 
Bengali in the Sonthel Par- taught in the schools in the subdivisions of 
on | Deoghar, Pakur and Rajmehal, in Bihar. It is 
now being superseded by Hindi to the very great inconvenience of the people 
and the litigating public, ‘The change is partly the work of the Education 
Department of the new Province by rules of exclusion against the domiciled 
Bengali community . . . It is alleged that the Bengali language had been 
forced upon the people in these subdivsions. By whom? Certainly not 
by the Bengals In these days it may perhaps be good and sometimes 
convenient to respect a little the wisdom of our predecessors. However 
that may be, when a language has been in use in the courts and in the 
schools for a period of over half a century, a from the geestion of its 
genesis, it acquires such a hold over the people that it becomes their language, 
even if it were not originally so, and it means serious dislocation, incon- 
venience and loss of efficiency to suddenly disuse it by an ukase, Is public 
convenience to be no factor in the consideration? The journal trusts that 


the higher authorities in Bihar will be pleased to look at the matter from 
the point of view it has suggested. | 


1723. Should e or 8 asks the forte Bazar Pairika, 

* o partitioned when it is fraught with so many 

. —— of Mymensings ond disadvantages? Because, we "is told by the 
authorities, it is “ unwieldy,” and therefore too 
* a charge for one district officer, But is that a fact? Let us bee. 
here is no doubt that both Mymensingh and Midnapore are big districts. 

Yet neither of them collapsed, though each had been under the administration 
of a single Magistrate for upwards of a century, On the other hand, they have 
made 8 progress towards civilization all 3 the line. It should also be 
remembered that many of these Magistrates laboured under serious difficulties 
for want of communication and illiteracy and ignorance of the masses of the 
ple, These disadvantages have now disappeared toa large extent. Soa 
hly educated and highly paid member of the Civil Service of the present 
day cannot complain of the heaviness of these districts without confessing that 
he does not possess the energy and administrative capacity of his predecessors. 
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It is quite true that the population in Myme 
largely grown during the last three or four decades; but they are not ferocious 
and turbulent oe per but a gentle, law-abiding and homogeneous people who. 
can be controlled even by an Indian Police Inspector. Where is then the 
difficulty for a superior officer like the civilian: Magistrate in carrying on the 
administration of the district with efficiency because of an increase in the 
population? As for the unwieldiness of the district, the defunct Government 
of Eastern Bengal admits that the railway, which had been constructed 
through Mymensingh, had rendered many parts of it more accessible.” | 

The remedy for. securing the administrative efficiency of an unwieldy 
and overgrown district is thus quite plain. It is to make more railways, more 
public roads, and extend the steamer service more * „ This will not only 
enable the district officer to travel in every part of his district in a few hours, 
but also to develop its industries, trade, commerce and general resources. The 
services of educated and public-spirited men may also be utilized to a consider- 
able extent in relieving the District Magistrate of many petty and less 
important work over which bis high talents. are wasted, Why not adopt tlus 
simpler method, instead of the more violent and complicated one of the 
dismemberment of the district, and thereby avoid creating unrest and 
uproar throughout the Province i 

It should also be remembered that the administration of a district is 
virtually carried on by a number of. educated Indians like Deputy and Sub- 
Deputy Magistrates and Collectors. It is thus not correct to say that a District 
Magistrate is overworked land cannot. therefore! manage a large district. 
Indeed, all that he has got to do is to control and supervise the work of the 
district staff of officers, and through them.as well as by utilizing the unpaid 
services of competent unofficials secure administrative efficiency ” which, we 
fancy, means the promotion of peace, order and happiness among the 9 

1724. In connection with the Bengal Council elections which will take 
place at the end of the year, the Bengalee has a word 
of appeal to address to its Muhammadan fellow- 
countrymen. The feeling between Hindus and Muhammadans has greatly 
improved since the modification of the partition, and nothing should be done 
by either community to interrupt it. The journal would appeal to its 
Muhammadan fellow-countrymen not to stand as candidates for the District 
Boards and Municipalities which are intended for the representation of the 
Hindu middle classes, They have got their special electorates, and for 
them to stand for the other electorates and to be returned by them would 
be the strongest argument for the abolition of the special electorates. 
They cannot in all fairness have both. The matter has been discussed with 
Muhammadan gentlemen of light and leading; the journal is glad to find 
that they are at one with itself in regard to their views about this matter. 

1725. The Amrita Basar Patrika asks His Honour Sir Charles Bayley 
3 when on tour to see that the voices of jubilation 
are net allowed to stifle the groans of those who 
ring under some sorely felt grievances. Grievances arising out of the 
and irritating distinctions, which are sought to be made between the 


Bengal Council elections. 


Sir Charles Bayley. 


are labou 
invidious 


Biharis and the domiciled Bengali community. Indeed, it is something like 


an irony of fate that those who contributed so much to the development and 
enlightenment of modern Bihar should be relegated to the cold shade of neglect 
when the time comes for bestowing the loaves and fishes at the disposal of the 
Government, A wideawake and sympathetic ruler like Sir Charles Bayley will 
not, however, allow himself to be ifte 
his administration is confronted. 
1726. The Amrita Basar Patrika is glad to learn from the reply 
1 of Sir Charles Bayley to the five addresses of 
ö welcome presented to him at Gaya, that His 
Honour will adopt the policy of the late Nizam in the treatment of the 
people entrusted to his care, “That is to say, His Honour will make no dis- 
tinction between Hindus and Mussalmans of Bihar. The journal suggests that 
His Honour may 7655 a practical illustration of this noble and statesmanlike 
disposition to hold the balance even between the different communities in two 


signal ways. In the first place, he may abrogatò the rules and regulations for 


Mymensingh and Midnapore have 


d away from the vital issues with which 
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admission into Government institutions and similar other pri 


hy 


only emphasized the irritating and meaningless distinction made een 
*. ity and another, viz., the Bihari and the domiciled Bengali communi. 
ties. In the second place, His Honour may also take the initiative in the 
matter of doing away in his own province with that other apple of discord— 
the special electoral privileges granted to the Mubammadau community,—, 
measure based on that distinction between the subjects on the ground of their 
faith” which is so much repugnant to His Honour. A dram of practice is 
worth more than a ton of preaching, and the adoption by His Honour of our 
humble suggestions will not only serve to show unmistakably the wisdom and 
beneficence of the policy laid down by him, but also go a long way towards 
facilitating the efficient administration of the province. : 
1727. Commenting on the rather remarkable speech delivered by Sir 
eee oe J. Meston before the Oudh talukdars, 
Racial snimositics. Bazar Patrita remarks that the question of “ racial 
animosities,” as the present and past political histories of the country show, 
is largely one for the rulers rather for the ruled to solve. No measure, for 
example, has so much stirred the racial animosities between the Hindus 
and Muhammadans as the creation of seperate electorates for the latter. It 
was conceived in an evil moment by Lords Morley and Minto and unhappily 
tuated and accentuated by Sir J. Meston’s predecessor Sir J. Hewett. 
ff dir James can but wipe off this dark spot in the administration of the 
province, he will have done more to give a quietus to the racial animosities” 
than any amount of speeches and addresses can do. As to harmony in 
essentials, mutual confidence, openness of mind and frankness of s these 
also depend a good deal on the wise and sympathetic attitude of the officials, 
If they can but advance such an attitade to the people, they will be agreeably 
surprised to see that not only will there be an abundant and overflowi 
response from the latter, but that three-quarters of the problems with whic 
an administrator is beset will be automatically solved. 
1728. Referring to the 11 foolscap pages of the Gazette of India 


taken up by a Circular in the Department of 


1 English experts in Indian Revenue and Agriculture republishing the r 
orestry. tions formulated by the Secretary of State for 


India for the selection and training of probationers for the Indian Forest 


Service, the Amrita Bazar Pairika remarks that all this waste of paper, ink, 
stationery, not to say the time and attention of highly paid officials, is incurred 
because the Government requires 5 probationers for the Indian Forest Service 
during the next year. 3 Forest Service is meant tne Imperial Branch 
of the same, It should also be noted that after the selection of the 
probationers they are to undergo practical training for two years at the 
cost of the starving Indian tax-payers. Each of them is to receive 
£240 or Rs. 3,600. Thus, though the selection takes place in 1913, 
the probationers can be expected to join the service only in 1915; and 
naturally therefore there is no urgency in the matter. The paper has 
pointed out several times that the employment of these Europeans in the 
Forest Department is simply unnecessary. It is an injustice to the ehildren 
of the soil, and there can be no way of wriggling out of this position. 
However highly trained a European might be in European forestry, he can 
never be as successful in administering Indian forests as properly trained 
children of the soil. What therefore would be in the fitness of things as well 
as in consonance with the promises and pledges of the rulers themselves as 
also with the present altered policy is to call for applications from Indian 
graduates in science, and, after giving them thorough training at Dehra Dun, 
to send them out, if nece » to Germany, France or America, to study on 
the spot the systems followed in those countries. Such a course, besides being 
absolutely just and fair, would be far more economical and far more efficient. 

Mark, again, the fun of the arrangement: it is because 4, 5 or 6 proba- 
tioners are required every year that there must be such an officer in England, 
to be paid out of the Indian Exchequer, us Director of Indian Forest Service 
Studies! This is how the Indian Exchequer is exploited and useful and 
necessary schemes have to be foregone for want of funds! The journal ho 

the points raised will be pressed home in Parliament b y friendly M. 2 
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I dane can administer justice on the Bench of the highest Courts, including th 


but ey must not be given appointments in the Imperial Branch of the Forest 
Service . 
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VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 
1729. In regretting the anti-Bengali spirit which from time to time 
; ds expression in the columns of the Biharee, the 
‘ Bengalis and the approaching only Indian daily paper of Bihar, the a 
oe remarks that the session of the Congress which 
is 2 will be held at oe where all India is to meet upon a 
common platform. Is this then the sort of greeting which Bihar, through 
her daily organ, ie going to accord to the representatives of Bengal, who 
have been told that as a community they have certainly disagreeable and 
unworthy characteristics which they carry with them wherever they. go? A 
painful impression has been produced in the mind of the people of Bengal, 
and it has to be removed in the interests of the Congress. Remarks, such as 
it has been the paper's painful duty to comment upon, are ially 
inopportune in view of the approaching session of the Congress. They are 
calculated to do harm to the national movement. They make the T the 
laughing- stock of its critics. 


J. S. WILSON, 
Special Assistant. 
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